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TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC COMMISSION PRESS BRIEFING ON MISSING URANIUM 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE EC COMMISSION PRESS SPOKESMAN 
READ A PREPARED STATEMENT AT THE NOON BRIEFING MAY 2 CONFIRM- 
ING PRESS REPORTS THAT, AT THE END OF 1968, 200 METRIC TONS 

OF NATURAL URANIUM OXIDE HAD DISAPPEARED WHILE IN TRANSIT 
BETWEEN ANTWERP AND GENOA. THE RESPONSIBLE SERVICES OF 
EURATOM AND THOSE OF GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM AND 
ITALY CONDUCTED AN INQUIRY BUT THE URANIUM WAS NEVER RE- 
COVERED. SINCE 1968, CONTROL PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN GREATLY 
REINFORMCED AND NO FURTHER LOSSES OF URANIUM HAVE OCCURRED. 

2. THE SPOKESMAN AVOIDED MANY QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND 
REFUSED TO IDENTIFY THE ORIGIN OF THE URANIUM EXCEPT TO 
AFFIRM THAT IT WAS NOT OF AMERICAN OR GERMAN ORIGIN. HE 
NOTED THAT IT HAD COME FROM A STOCK IN GERMANY AND HAD 
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PASSED THROUGH ROTTERDAM ON ITS WAY TO ANTWERP. HE 
ADDED THAT THE US GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN KEPT FULLY INFORMED 
IN THE COURSE OF THE INVESTIGATION BECAUSE OF THE CLOSE 
TIES BETWEEN THE EC AND THE US ON NUCLEAR MATTERS; SUCH 
COORDINATION WAS NOT REQUIRED BY FORMAL EC-US NUCLEAR 
AGREEMENTS. HE SAID THE REPORTERS WOULD HAVE TO DRAW 
THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS WHEN THEY SUGGESTED THAT THE US 
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WAS THE ONLY FREINDLY COUNTRY THE EC KEPT INFORMED ON 
THIS LOSS BECAUSE IT WISHED TO OBTAIN THE ASSISTANCE 
OF US INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN LOU. THE DIRECTOR OF THE EURATOM NUCLEAR 
SUPPLY AGENCY BELIEVES THIS STORY HAS BEEN RELEASED AT 
THIS PARTICULAR TIME BY SPONSORS OF THE ANTI-NUCLEAR 
CONFERENCE WHICH TOOK PLACE IN SALZBURG BEFORE THE 
IAEA-SPONSORED CONFERENCE ON NUCLEAR POWER IN ORDER 
TO HIGHLIGHT THE DANGERS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. HE BE- 
LEVES THE INFORMATION ON THE LOSS COULD HAVE BEEN 
OBTAINED FROM CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS AT 
THE TIME OF A SPECIAL HEARING IN THE HOUSE ON THE LOST 
URANIUM IN EARLY 1976. END LOU.HINTON 
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